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							Great news from The Great Collaboration
A national resource hub and support network for collective climate and nature action







		 




			SPRING 2026







													The Spring is sprung, the grass is riz…

As we come to the end of the tree planting season in March, time to look ahead to what else we can achieve this year.







			Knowledgebase of things to do







			We have some new posts on our online knowledgebase, including:

· Biodiversity Action Toolkit
· Local Nature Recovery Strategies
· Revised Community Emergency Plan Template

We need more volunteers to help us add and share good practice and great ideas.  Do you know anyone who might be keen to get involved?  Please ask them to contact us on office@greatcollaboration.uk - there’s lots to do.





































	
	
	The Conservation Volunteers
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			Photo courtesy The Conservation Volunteers







			Since 1959, TCV have been a charity creating opportunities for people to create, improve and care for nature in the green spaces around them across the UK.
 
Their variety of projects cover a bit of everything involving nature. Volunteers muddy their boots in parks, community gardens, woodland, sites of special scientific interest, nature reserves, schools and hospital grounds, helping create a glorious network of protected green space across the UK.
 
You can find the nearest existing group to you through their online search, and there are many ways for local people to get involved.







													Things to look out for this Spring







			SEED SWAPS

Commercial seeds are often grown in heated greenhouses with artificial fertilizers and pesticides. Instead of buying seeds, save the environment by swapping the seeds you grow in your garden with your friends and neighbours, or attend a seed swapping event!

You can find a seed swap event near you (and other helpful information) from the Garden Organic website.

BANTER SESSIONS

Our online banter sessions provide a friendly, cooperative forum to share helpful tips and suggestions, covering a wide range of topics and with plenty of lively discussion! Here’s a taster of forthcoming sessions:
· March 18th - Simon Hill talking about “The Worm Farm” - of great interest to all those looking to increase productivity in their gardens or allotments as well as doing wonders for the health of the soil itself.

· March 25th - Ric Casale of Carbon Copy - talking about a Changeprint, which is the collective impact created when people join with others to make something happen

And if you’d like to talk about your own local successes at one of our regular Wednesday sessions, please contact Graham our session chairman at gcstones52@gmail.com, he’ll be delighted to hear from you.  








			Successful rewilding in Sussex
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			Nightingale, by Matt Phelps







			A two-decade ecological review at Knepp Wilding shows that rewilding has driven a dramatic recovery in wildlife on the 3500-acre estate in Sussex. Surveys reveal a 900% increase in breeding birds and a 500% rise in nightingales, alongside major gains in butterflies, dragonflies and other species.

Knepp was formerly unprofitable farmland, but the owners chose a radical alternative: removing fences, breaking up Victorian drainage systems, allowing natural water flows to return, and leaving dead trees standing.

Scrub and woodland quickly regenerated. Free-roaming animals were introduced to replace extinct ecological roles, including old English longhorn cattle, Exmoor ponies, Tamworth pigs, red and fallow deer, and later white storks and beavers. These animals now drive a dynamic mosaic of habitats that has proved “rocket fuel” for wildlife recovery.

Read more of the story online at their website.  







			Digital mapping
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			Community orchards in East Anglia







			Being able to see what’s happening where is a useful signpost when looking for shared experience and advice - and also a way for local projects to gain new volunteers.

We have started to map local projects and local volunteer groups, starting from East Anglia.  If you would like to share information about your own project or volunteer group, you can find the online form here.







			Next Steps







			Either as individuals. community groups or local councils, how about:

· committing to a new action that benefits the environment?
· joining a local network for sharing good ideas?
· a climate action workshop to confirm what is best for your community?
· volunteering to help us boost our knowledgebase and other support?
And STOP PRESS there is also the opportunity from April 7th to share the National Emergency Briefing film - so many ways we can get involved and help make a difference.
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			Looking For Help?







			We are a collective of community leaders, councillors, clerks, club representatives and charity trustees working to deliver this essential service to accelerate council and community climate and nature action.

If you need advice to overcome a barrier to achieving action in your community, get in touch. Between us, we can cover a range of topics including:
· Reaching out to your community
· Fundraising
· Managing new projects
· Working with your local council
· Opportunities for town and parish councils







		 




		
	Tell us about your collaborations







													We’re keen to hear about collective action in your community!

Are you developing a community energy project - or creating a local nature action plan? Becoming a bee-friendly parish?
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			Tell your story! Join our weekly Zoom sessions, or get in touch by email.







		 




			Did someone forward you this email?
Subscribe now for future editions of our quarterly newsletter.







		



	




		 




			Follow us on social media to stay updated on upcoming events and campaigns that promote a cleaner, greener and fairer future. You can find us on LinkedIn or Facebook 
Share our journey and be part of the conversation.
Together, we can make a difference.
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			View this email in your browser
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			Contact The Great Collaboration at hello@greatcollaboration.uk

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe

If you have been forwarded this email, sign up here for future editions.
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