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							Great news from The Great Collaboration
A national resource hub and support network for collective climate and nature action







		 




			CHRISTMAS 2025







													Christmas is a time for celebration but also a time for looking forward.

In this edition we are including some ideas for sustainable seasonal events, and also some suggestions for New Year resolutions!







			Knowledgebase of things to do







			We have some new posts on our online knowledgebase, including:
· Flood risk assessment (sadly topical)
· Installing electric vehicle charging points
· 20mph zones
We need more volunteers to help us add and share good practice and great ideas.  Do you know anyone who might be keen to get involved?  Please ask them to contact us on office@greatcollaboration.uk - there’s lots to do.
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Meanwhile please let us not forget to thank our friends and neighbours for all we have achieved this year as a community - Seasons Greetings!
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			Have a Merry Sustainable Christmas







			In the run-up to the festive season, DEFRA have published a number of suggestions as to how we can have fun while still thinking of the environnent, including:

· If you choose a real Christmas tree with its roots attached, after the festive season you can keep it in a pot outside so you can re-use it for future years, or plant it in the garden.

· There are lots of fantastic options for home-made decorations, using sustainable materials. For example, you can craft origami stars or garlands with scrap paper or try using dried orange slices with cloves to decorate your trees.

· If you’re thinking of buying new wrapping materials, avoid wrapping paper with glitter or that is laminated because these aren’t recyclable.  You can do the scrunch test to check if paper can be recycled - scrunch the wrapping paper into a ball, and if it stays in a ball, it can be recycled, if it bounces back it has to go in the bin.

· Try to shop locally for your Christmas dinner – buying meat, vegetables and sweet treats from nearby businesses.  

The Eco Church project also has ideas for a greener Christmas, please share!
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Village Party Time!







													What about that Christmas party in the village hall?
 
As well as the good ideas mentioned above, how about: 
· organising minibus transport to bring in older people who can often be less comfortable about being out in the cold and dark, while also reducing car usage (and potentially reducing drink-driving!)

· thinking about more home-produced food and drink than store-bought.

· involving the community in making decorations as well to go on an artificial tree used every year, an activity perhaps for children particularly (how about making paper chains from unwanted coloured paper collected during the year?)

· having party games using simple materials, like Flapping the Kipper (never done this?  Check out YouTube!)

· considering home-grown entertainment such as Christmas plays or local entertainers that encourage community song and dance rather than automatically going for loud discos.
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			New Year Resolutions





































			Either as individuals. community groups or local councils, how about:

· commiting to a new action that benefits the environment?
· joining a local network for sharing good ideas?
· a climate action workshop to confirm what is best for your community?
· volunteering to help us boost our knowledgebase and other support?

And if you’d like to talk about your local successes at one of our regular Wednesday banter sessions, please contact Graham our session chairman at
gcstones52@gmail.com, he’ll be delighted to hear from you.
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			A Manifesto for COP30







			The WWF (fornerly World Wildlife Fund) has issued a manifesto for the Conference of the Parties (COP30) in Brazil, calling for the UK to lead on ending deforestation - see more in their online statement.







			Looking For Help?







			We are a collective of community leaders, councillors, clerks, club representatives and charity trustees working to deliver this essential service to accelerate council and community climate and nature action.

If you need advice to overcome a barrier to achieving action in your community, get in touch. Between us, we can cover a range of topics including:
· Reaching out to your community
· Fundraising
· Managing new projects
· Working with your local council
· Opportunities for town and parish councils







		 




			Tell us about your collaborations







													We’re keen to hear about collective action in your community!

Are you developing a community energy project - or creating a local nature action plan? Becoming a bee-friendly parish?
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			Tell your story! Join our weekly Zoom sessions, or get in touch by email.







		 




			Did someone forward you this email?
Subscribe now for future editions of our quarterly newsletter.







		



	




			Follow us on social media to stay updated on upcoming events and campaigns that promote a cleaner, greener and fairer future.  You can find us on LinkedIn or Facebook.
Share our journey and be part of the conversation.
Together, we can make a difference.
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			View this email in your browser
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			Contact The Great Collaboration at hello@greatcollaboration.uk

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe

If you have been forwarded this email, sign up here for future editions.
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